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Riz Ahmed receives the Excellence Award Davide Campari at the 76th 
Locarno Film Festival 

Campari is supporting this year’s Locarno Film Festival, which again puts the spotlight on art in cinema. It is 
also presenting the Excellence Award Davide Campari to honour exceptional achievements and unique 

talents who have shaped contemporary cinema and continue to do so.   

[Baar / Locarno | 03 AUG 2023] – This year Campari, the popular red aperitif from Milan, is the official partner 
for the fourth year in a row as the famous Locarno Film Festival is held on the Piazza Grande for the 76th time. 
This year's program provides an opportunity to discuss the history and future of cinema as well as other forms of 
art and communication. 

With the Excellence Award Davide Campari, Campari and the Locarno Film Festival pay tribute to unique talents 
who have shaped and continue to shape contemporary cinema, as well as recognising exceptional achievements. 
This year’s award was presented to British actor Riz Ahmed, who won an Oscar in 2022 for the short film “The 
Long Goodbye”. Riz Ahmed follows in the footsteps of Aaron Taylor-Johnson, who received the award last year. 

Due to the current SAG-AFTRA strike, Riz Ahmed was not personally present in Locarno. Both the Locarno Film 
Festival and  Campari Group support the rights of professionals in the industry and trust in a constructive 
exchange between the parties involved. 

For Giona A. Nazzaro, Artistic Director of the Locarno Film Festival, Riz Ahmed’s talent is truly exceptional in 
today’s cinema. “Ahmed’s mutability allows him to move between blockbusters and auteur cinema. Whether on 
stage, in television productions, as a rapper or as a producer – Ahmed feels comfortable in all roles. He has won 
several awards, including an Academy Award, and embodies a cinema that is more open and finally ready to listen 
to new voices. Riz Ahmed is the face of a future that is finally within reach.”  
 

Campari accompanies visitors throughout the Festival 
Once again this year, visitors can enjoy a refreshing Italian aperitif in the Davide Campari Lounge throughout the 
duration of the Festival. During the first week of the Festival, these are being served by bartenders from the 
Camparino in Galleria. The historic Milanese bar in Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II is an icon of the bar world and a 
real trademark of this aperitif brand. It was opened in 1915 by Davide Campari and its presence in Locarno shows 
the strong connection to both Milan, Campari’s birthplace, and the artistic and cultural context of the 20th 
century. The team around Tommaso Cecca, head bartender at the Camparino in Galleria, are serving guests a 
selection of the most legendary Campari cocktails. For the 76th edition of the Film Festival, Campari has created 
the Locarno edition of the “Campari Red Carpet Cocktail”. The cocktail, a harmonious combination of Campari 
with Espolòn Tequila Blanco, Cinzano Vermouth Bianco, sherry, salt syrup and bitter orange, is rounded off with 
essence of spruce and garnished with orange zest. The spruce notes are reminiscent of the vast Swiss forests, 
while Campari, with its bitter taste and unique red colour, is a nod to the red carpet.   

http://www.campari.com/
https://www.locarnofestival.ch/home.html
https://www.locarnofestival.ch/de/press/press-releases/2023/locarno76-full-program-announced,-plus-excellence-award-davide-campari-to-riz-ahmed.html
https://www.camparino.com/en
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The Davide Campari Lounge is also the venue for various other festival events between 2 and 12 August, such as 
round tables, interviews, panel discussions and after-show parties. But during these ten days, visitors to the 
Locarno Film Festival have lots more to enjoy besides the red aperitif in the Davide Campari Lounge. Around the 
Piazza Grande, Campari has a presence in a total of 18 bars and restaurants and offers guests captivating 
experiences such as “Campari Red Nights”, where they become actively involved while enjoying well-known 
Campari cocktails such as the Negroni or Campari Spritz. One definite eye-catcher is the Campari three-liter 
Cinema Limited Edition bottle, with its resplendent new design.  

In 2023, just like last year, Campari organised the legendary opening party on the evening of the awards ceremony 
in the historic Villa San Quirico on the shores of Lake Maggiore. Built in the 1930s, the villa is surrounded by a 
generous garden and bursting with Mediterranean charm. The 600 guests were served Campari cocktails at three 
different bars. The highlight of the evening was an "Exhibition Performance Show", an interactive dance 
performance in which guests were artistically introduced to the connection between Campari and cinema as well 
as a “Caleidoscope Experience”, an immersive installation featuring kaleidoscopic patterns where guests saw the 
world through different eyes. 

Campari and the film world 
Davide Campari’s vision – to position and continuously promote art and culture at the heart of the Campari brand 
– lives on to this day. In 1984, for example, Campari collaborated with film maestro Federico Fellini on a unique 
advertisement with the theme “Oh, che bel paesaggio!”, in which reality meets fantasy in an artistic way. The 
success story has continued more recently with a series of short films starring acting and directing legends such 
as Paolo Sorrentino, Clive Owen, Zoe Saldana, Ana de Armas and many others. Today, Campari’s long-standing 
commitment to film and cinema is evident in partnerships with the world’s most famous film festivals, such as 
Cannes, Venice and Locarno. This way, Campari supports both young, up-and-coming talents and big-name film-
makers in their creativity and passion for film.  

Find out more on Campari’s social media channels. 

- END - 

#CampariCinema #Locarno76 #FilmFestivalLocarno #EnjoyResponsibly 

www.campari.com 
https://www.youtube.com/EnjoyCampari 

https://www.facebook.com/Campari 
https://instagram.com/campariofficial 
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Media contacts  

http://www.campari.com/
https://www.youtube.com/EnjoyCampari
https://www.facebook.com/Campari
https://instagram.com/campariofficial
https://www.camparigroup.com/en/page/contact-us
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Campari Group 
Ferdinand Hascha 
Lindenstrasse 8 
6341 Baar 
Tel.: +41 76 833 55 21 
E-mail: ferdinand.hascha@campari.com  

PRfact AG 
Samuel Bürki 
Seefeldstrasse 229 
8008 Zürich 
Tel.: +41 43 322 01 10 
Email: campari@prfact.ch 

ABOUT LOCARNO FILM FESTIVAL 
Since its launch in 1946, Locarno has screened the most daring, avant-garde and irreverent films in their uncut and uncensored 
versions. Nestled in the mountains of the beautiful Lake Maggiore, every year the Italian-Swiss city shines in the colors of the festival 
- black and leopard yellow - and celebrates cinema for 11 days. The festival features more than 300 film screenings, lectures, events, 
conferences, concerts, art exhibitions and parties, all within walking distance of each other. 

ABOUT CAMPARI  

Campari, the iconic, unforgettable Italian red spirit sitting at the heart of some of the world’s most famous cocktails. Campari was 
founded in Milan in 1860 by Gaspare Campari, and pioneered by his son, Davide, who created something so distinctive and 
revolutionary that its secret recipe has not been altered since. Vibrant red in colour, Campari’s unique and multi-layered taste is the 
result of the infusion of herbs, aromatic plants and fruit in alcohol and water. As well as being unique and distinctive, Campari is 
extremely versatile, offering boundless and unexpected possibilities. As a source of this passionate inspiration since its creation seen 
through its founders’ creative genius, artists in different fields and the world’s best bartenders, Campari stimulates your instincts to 
unlock your passions, inspiring limitless creations.  

ABOUT CAMPARI GROUP   

Campari Group is a major player in the global spirits industry, with a portfolio of over 50 premium and super premium brands, 
spreading across Global, Regional and Local priorities. Global Priorities, the Group’s key focus, include Aperol, Appleton Estate, 
Campari, SKYY, Wild Turkey e Grand Marnier. The Group was founded in 1860 and today is the sixth-largest player worldwide in the 
premium spirits industry. It has a global distribution reach, trading in over 190 nations around the world with leading positions in 
Europe and the Americas. The Group’s growth strategy aims to combine organic growth through strong brand building and external 
growth via selective acquisitions of brands and businesses. Headquartered in Sesto San Giovanni, Italy, Campari Group owns 23 
plants worldwide and has its own distribution network in 25 countries. The Group employs approximately 4,500 people. The shares 
of the parent company, Davide Campari-Milano N.V. (Reuters CPRI.MI - Bloomberg CPR IM), have been listed on the Italian Stock 
Exchange since 2001. 

For more information: http://www.camparigroup.com/en  

Please enjoy our brands responsibly. 
 

ABOUT CAMPARINO 

Camparino in Galleria is the legendary bar opened by Davide Campari in Milan's Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II in 1915. The bar was 
opened opposite to Caffè Campari, the establishment opened by Gaspare Campari -  Davide’s  father  and  the  creator  of  the bitter 
liqueur - in 1867. An instant hit with the people of Milan, the bar became synonymous with the city's aperitivo tradition and in 2015 
marked its 100th anniversary. Following a renovation project, the bar reopens to the public in autumn 2019 with a refreshed identity 
and food and drink offering designed to consolidate its status as one of the most influential establishments in the world for lovers 
of mixology and gastronomic innovation. 
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